Complaint About a Judge

To: The Judicial Conduct Commissioner

L
(Your full name)
of
(Your address)
wish to complain about the conduct of of the

(Judge’s name)

Court

(Name Court)

Court reference / Case number

(e.g. CIV-2026-000-0000000)

List any specific dates, times, courtroom numbers that may be relevant
(e.g. DD/MM/YYYY, 10:30AM, Courtroom 2)

Date Time Courtroom Number

If you are unsure about any of the above details, your local Court registry may be able to confirm
them for you.

My complaint is as follows:

Here set out the nature or substance of your complaint including the circumstances and judicial
conduct that have led to your complaint — see Guideline Note 5:




(Continue on additional sheets as needed.)

Signature

Date



Judicial Conduct Commissioner

Guidance Notes for Lodging a Complaint about a Judge

Please be aware

It is not a function of the Commissioner to call into question the legality or correctness of any

instruction, direction, order, judgment, or other decision of a judge in any legal proceedings. Those

matters fall outside the jurisdiction of the Commissioner.

10

11

Please use this form or a copy of this form to lodge your complaint. Additional copies are
available from the Commissioner’s office.

Under the Judicial Conduct Commissioner and Judicial Conduct Panel Act 2004 (“Act”) a
complaint about the conduct of a Judge must be made to the Commissioner.

Section 13 of the Act provides that the complaint must:

be in writing

identify the Judge by name who is the subject of the complaint
identify the complainant

state the subject matter of the complaint.

The Commissioner is entitled to require you to complete a statutory declaration concerning
the above matters.

Please complete this form by typing or writing legibly all of the information requested. Make
sure that the information provided is complete and accurate.

Please describe the circumstances and judicial conduct that have led to your complaint in the
“Details of Complaint” section. Clearly set out dates and places of hearing if these are
relevant to the complaint. List all events in the order in which they occurred. Attach
additional sheets or other relevant documents or papers, as needed, to complete your
statement.

Sign and date the complaint form in the spaces provided.
It is recommended that you keep a copy of the complaint for your records.

Send the original of the complaint form to the Commissioner’s office at the address shown
above.

If you wish to make complaints about more than one judge, please use a separate form for
each one.

The Commissioner is able to give reasonable assistance in the completion of this form. If you
need assistance, please contact the Commissioner’s office.

Under section 14 of the Act, the Commissioner must notify the Judge concerned of your
complaint and may send a copy of the complaint to the Judge.



Contact details

Email (preferred method of contact):

judicialconduct@jcc.govt.nz

Postal address:

Judicial Conduct Commissioner

Office of the Judicial Conduct Commissioner
PO Box 2661

Wellington

Telephone:
0800 800 323



